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The wood-burning river boats which navigate the treacherous Magdalena
are flat-bottomed stern-wheelers much like those in use on the Missis-
sippi. It takes seven or eight days by steamer and train to go from
Barranquilla to Bogota, but planes make the trip in less than three hours.

Air service has stimulated trade all through mountainous Colombia,
where railway construction is so difficult. The climate of the Magda-
lena Valley is tropical, as the palm trees indicate. Sugar and bananas
come from this district, which also contains valuable oil fields.